
19 TAC §89.1040(c)(5). Eligibility Definitions.

A student with an intellectual disability is one who has been determined to meet the criteria for an 
intellectual disability as stated in 34 CFR, §300.8(c)(6):

Intellectual disability means significantly subaverage general intellectual functioning, existing 
concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior and manifested during the developmental period, that 
adversely affects a child’s educational performance. The term “intellectual disability” was formerly 
termed “mental retardation.”

In meeting the criteria stated in 34 CFR, §300.8(c)(6), a student with an intellectual disability is one who:
(A) has been determined to have significantly sub-average intellectual functioning as measured by a 

standardized, individually administered test of cognitive ability in which the overall test score is at least two 
standard deviations below the mean, when taking into consideration the standard error of measurement of 
the test; and

(B) concurrently exhibits deficits in at least two of the following areas of adaptive behavior: 
communication, self-care, home living, social/interpersonal skills, use of community resources, self-direction, 
functional academic skills, work, leisure, health, and safety.

Intellectual Disability


